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Beyond Our $1M Milestone

FONTBONNE COMMUNITY CONNECTION
Our 13th Year of Supporting Academic Hopes and Dreams

Annual Meeting Combines Best of Old and New
Various news agencies
around the world have
referred to this pandemic’s
coronavirus as “novel.”
Taking this cue, the FCC
conducted the 2020 Annual
All-Member Meeting in a
novel way, as well. Gone
was Medaille Hall with its
decorations, white table
cloths, microphones,
projectors, display screens
and an inviting table of
delicious breakfast fare and
summer flowers. In its place
was a virtual meeting room,
filled with a colorful array of
delightful smiling faces.
On a sunny (at least in St. Louis) Saturday morning, April 18, over 40 FCC members from six different
states used technology to Zoom in for a program, highlighted by the much anticipated announcement
of Awards. Everyone chatted excitedly in one of two virtual chat rooms, as participants gathered prior
to the scheduled 9:00 am start.
Advancement liaison Wendi Valenti masterfully coordinated the slide show, which retained all of the
essential elements of previous meetings. Chair Joan Kelly welcomed everyone, leading the FCC
Prayer, announcing FCC charter member Karen Gedera as the new FBU Board of Trustees Chair,
and reviewing the organization’s major accomplishments of the past year.
After FBU Chancellor Sr. Barbara Jennings read a formal opening
prayer from the 19th century, which was remarkably appropriate still
today, Joan recognized and thanked Dr. and Mrs. Pressimone, who
attended our Zoom meeting. Joan expressed our enduring affection
and appreciation for their enthusiastic support of our FCC mission
and purpose. Congratulations were also extended regarding Dr.
Pressimone’s new position as President of Notre Dame College in
Ohio and their anticipation of three more grandchildren by the end of
September.
Cont'd on pg 2

Page 2
Annual Meeting cont’d

Mary Lee Walter and Susan Lenihan acknowledged the work of the entire Awards Committee
and announced the 12 awards (from 27 submitted applications), which amounted to just over
$83,000. In the spirit of celebration, Sr. Donna Gunn gave a beautiful champagne toast, asking
us to lift our hearts in gratitude for our many blessings and also acknowledging Mother St. John
Fontbonne. Following Joan’s acknowledgement of the ongoing work of current officers, committees and committee chairs, she urged others to consider more active involvement. We closed
with our traditional expression of members’ sentiments, where the overwhelming theme was
that of community and connection.
Even as we faithfully followed social distancing recommendations, a ‘group photo’ was accomplished, with several Zoom gallery shots of participants. Those photos, along with the entire audio and video recording of our event and the listing of awards, are available via the online FCC
Membership Pages using the following link: <click here>.
_______________________________

FCC Members From
Coast To Coast Bring
Their Perspectives To
Real-Time Participation

For the past year, FCC member Lucy Meyer Hahn has been working with the Membership
Committee and contacting out-of-town members to strengthen their association with FCC and
learn ways to address their particular needs. This report from Lucy paints a vivid picture of their
enthusiasm for activities that work well for such valued members:
Although this current COVID-19 pandemic has affected us in many challenging ways, it also
has opened FCC members to new and welcome possibilities. On Saturday, April 18, approximately 40 members signed in to participate in our first-ever virtual FCC Annual Meeting and Announcement of Awards. Finally, instead of reading about proposals that received awards after
they had been announced, those of us who reside outside the St. Louis area were able to actually participate in real-time, thanks to technology.
Five of the nine out-of-town members joined this Zoom meeting, with either video and/or audio
participation. Included were Paula Bakula, Judy Benevento, Lucy Hahn, Ruth Ann Kerr and
Fran Muskopf — representing Illinois, Iowa, Idaho, New Jersey, and Washington State, respectively. Literally, we were there from coast-to-coast. I was thrilled, not only be able to participate
myself, but to also see and hear the excitement of other members!
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Out-of-town members, cont’d

Ruth Ann was delighted with such an easy introduction to the use of this technology. “Although
the pandemic forced us into this format, it also opened doors to new possibilities for the future. It
was wonderful to see faces, and visiting in the chat rooms was like having coffee with friends
before the meeting began.” Judy had frequently been able to attend in the past, and she commented, “It was the next best thing to being there and seeing everyone in person. Zoom will certainly allow more participation in the future.” Fran, who was on her phone, was “impressed by
the organization and process” and felt affirmed because most projects awarded were ones she
had given top ranking.
Fontbonne Community Connection has allowed each of us to renew connections with classmates and the physical campus, to make new friends and also contribute to the continuation of
Fontbonne University — in a time when the future of small private educational institutions is at
risk. I am certain this technology will be used in new ways to continue this outreach to all members, but especially to those living out-of-town. I eagerly await the next opportunity to participate
in another virtual FCC gathering.
_______________________________

New Mascot to Lead Fontbonne Teams to Victory
The griffin has been the symbol of Fontbonne since 1976, and he gained an official name and
physical presence when mascot Gunner Griffin debuted in November of 2007. Gunner has attended Fontbonne athletics and community events ever since then, with the mascot costume
experiencing significant wear and tear over those years.
In January, 2019, Fontbonne rebranded itself
with new colors, a new logo and a new griffin.
The new mascot would have a large wingspan, bigger biceps, longer talons and a fiercer visage, along with cooling options to make
him much more comfortable in the heat of battle! A project to design and acquire a new
mascot costume became a reality when the
FCC awarded the requested funds. Joel Hermann (Director, Orientation and Student Engagement) coordinated with numerous folks
on campus to define and execute all phases
of the project. A major milestone included selection of a costume manufacturer, who designed an inner vest to hold ice packs and
added a small cooling fan in the griffin headpiece. There was also a naming contest last
August, a farewell party for Gunner in January, and a formal reveal on February 6 at the
annual Battle of Big Bend (FBU vs Webster
basketball games).
Say ‘Hello’ to Gideon, named after a biblical
figure whom God chose and directed to lead
the Israelites to victory!
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Now Students Can Soar Even Higher at the Kinkel Center
The Kinkel Center’s Student Success,
Academic Advising and Engagement
services provide “customized wings” to
help each Fontbonne student Soar
Higher. Thanks to FCC’s 2019 funding,
modern flexible furniture now beckons
more students to Ryan Hall’s third floor
for intellectual dialogue. A whiteboard
inspires collaborative problem-solving
— while chairs with arms for charging
laptops and phones entice students to
edit papers, do homework or await peer
tutoring. This newly-energized environment encourages students to check out
study-guide materials and information
on the Center’s multiple services such
as: out-of-class testing, help revising a
paper, guidance in choosing a major,
Peace Corps and study abroad advisement, plus leadership opportunities in
the Fontbonne TELOS (Transformation,

Exploration, Leadership, Occupation, and
Service & Social Justice) honors program.

The Center is named for English professor Francis W. Kinkel who — while
teaching at Fontbonne from 1946 to
1983 — opened the Learning Center in
1967. FCC member and former
Fontbonne President Sr. Jane Hassett
served with Mr. Kinkel. She aptly describes this gentle gentleman in her
75th Anniversary History of Fontbonne
College: As Strong As the Granite... “Above all, Francis was a
totally dedicated and conscientious teacher whose primary
concern was his students. He wanted them to believe in their
own ability and to be open to new ideas. Students found him to
be a willing listener to their problems, a friend and support in
their ambitions and a teacher on whom they could model their
own performance in later years.”
The Center’s March 12th Open House revealed a highly professional, dynamic and caring staff who mirror Mr. Kinkel’s
dedication to students. FCC’s $10,000 Award seems a very
wise investment for such “customized wings.”
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Welcome Back
Kay & Marcia!
The FCC is over-joyed to welcome
Kay Barnes and Marcia Quint back to
Fontbonne after nine years. Kay is
currently Interim Vice-President for
Advancement and Marcia is Director
of Grants, Corporate, Foundation, and
Government Relations. Each previously worked in the Advancement office
and, along with Marilyn Sheperd, they
believed in the concept of Women in
Philanthropy — empowering women by giving them a voice in the decision making process and
final determination of how their monies would be dispersed. In 2007, they introduced the idea of a
Women’s Giving Circle to Fontbonne, sharing their enthusiasm, energy and devotion for
Fontbonne with five equally enthusiastic alumnae, who were very quickly
convinced that this idea would work. In
collaboration with Kay and Marcia over
several months, the Fontbonne Community Connection was born. Enthusiasm spread, connections were made
and membership grew. So many members have credited the FCC with reconnecting them to Fontbonne, and with
meeting old and new friends and learning what was happening in the academic world since they were students
or otherwise connected to the University. Kay and Marcia were invaluable for
their support and guidance in bringing
this dream to fruition so successfully.
Kay says it “fills my heart and I’m incredibly proud to see how the FCC has thrived and become
even stronger and better” through the years. She loved seeing familiar faces and out-of-town
members at the Zoom annual meeting in mid-April. She recalls our original goal of 100 members
and believes this goal can be reached by Fontbonne’s 100th Anniversary in 2023. Marcia expressed a sense of “coming home. It feels so good, so right.” She is very impressed with how far
the FCC has come and appreciates the warm welcome she has received. Both women are devoted to the mission of Fontbonne and continuing the work of the Sisters of St. Joseph — and additionally, Kay is a CSJ Associate. Fontbonne is richer because of their return. And, although they
won’t be working directly with the FCC, they remain an integral part of our history and progress —
and will always be close to our hearts! Welcome back, Kay and Marcia!
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Message from the Chair
It’s such a beautiful spring,
with abundant blossoms so
comforting during these
challenging times. A year
ago, I never would have
imagined the FCC AllMember Annual Meeting in
2020 would be completely
virtual.
It was heartwarming to see such successful
socialization during the meeting — and our out-oftown members participating in the excitement of
awarding 12 projects, totaling $83,653. Thanks to
all for your time, expertise and enthusiasm in
making this event possible.
I’m delighted to read, in this issue, about two
recent FCC awards. I’m able to meet Gideon, the
new Griffin mascot with costume on full display,
and read about the results of our funding of the
Kinkel Center’s impressive renovation.
We all wish Dr. Pressimone the very best as
President of Notre Dame College in Ohio and
thank both Mike and Cathy for their endless
hospitality and support for the FCC.
And as Nina Bryans’ son Bob continues his
struggle with serious health issues, we extend our
heartfelt prayers for him and his family.
Finally, our congratulations to
Karen Gedera, FCC member
and former FCC Chair, in her
new role as Chair of FBU
Board of Trustees.
Thanks to all members for your invaluable support
of the FCC. Together, we remain steadfast in our
wonderful mission of GIVING.

Joan
Joan Kelly, FCC Chair

Coming Events
May, 2020
May 13, EAC Meeting, via Zoom 9:00
June, 2020
June 10, EAC Meeting, via Zoom 9:00
Due to the uncertainty of group
gatherings at this time, new calendar
items will be emailed to members
as they become known.

FCC Officers 2019-20
OFFICERS
Chair: Joan Kelly
Immediate Past Chair: Maggie Fowler
Vice-Chair: JoAnn Donovan
Corresponding Secretary: Barb Atteln
Membership: JoAnn Donovan
Recording Secretary: Nancy English
Treasurer: Paula Bakula

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Archives & History: Nancy English
Awards: Susan Lenihan & Mary Lee Walter
Bylaws: Barb Atteln
Communications: Joan Falk
Events: Mary Grace
Membership: JoAnn Donovan

2020 Spring Newsletter Staff
Joan Falk, Editor
Barb Atteln
Maggie Fowler
Kate Gunn
Lucy Hahn
Wendi Valenti

